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Typography is an evolution of the written word, and as such it
participates in a history of visual communication extending thousands
of years. That evolution is presented here in the form of a timeline that
traces a development from hand, to mechanical, to digital practice, in
the context of world-historical and art-historical events.
The history treated in the first section of the timeline predates
typography. It begins with the invention of writing over five thousand
years ago and ends with the invention of movable type in Europe
during the middle of the fifteenth century. The second section
covers the long era of the handpress and hand-set metal types. This
period, from Gutenberg’s invention of movable type to the end of the
eighteenth century, lasted about 350 years. In the third section, the
Industrial Revolution and nineteenth century are revealed as an era
of technological innovation and an outpouring of new typographic
forms. The fourth section begins with the year 1900 and covers the
twentieth century, a time when type was shaped by the aesthetic
concerns of modernism, the need for functional communication,
technological progress, and the digital revolution in typography.
The final section showcases typographic design in the twenty-first
century, as it expands to mobile devices and embraces the many
possibilities afforded by digital production.

From the origins of writing to
Gutenberg’s invention of movable type: 
3150 BCE–1450 CE

Typography from Gutenberg to the
nineteenth century: 
1450–1800 CE

The nineteenth century and
the Industrial Revolution:
1800–1899 CE

Typography in the twentieth century:
1900–2000

A new century and millennium
begin: 2000 CE

Gutenberg era; illustration done after printing press was finished.
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Tell Me Something 
You Know About
Typography?

Graphic Deisgn, Service Design, Interactive Design, Motion Deisgn,
User Experience Design, 3D Design... 

Why we should we learn typography design?
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Classification. Sans. Geometric. Grotesque. Humanistic. Square. Serif. 
Clarendon. Glyphic. Neoclassical. Old Style. Slab. Transitional. Script. 
Blackletter. Calligraphic. Casual. Celtic. Comic. Formal. Handwriting. 
Display. Art Deco. Art Nouveau. Decorative. Graffiti. Grunge. Kids. 
Old West. Scary. Stencil. Technical. ...

Font Styles
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